
1

Climate Justice Working Group

Thursday, October 1st 2020 
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Meeting Procedures

Before beginning, a few reminders to ensure a 
smooth discussion:

Å Working Group Members should be on mute if not speaking.

Å If using phone for audio, please tap the phone mute button.

Å If using computer for audio, please click the mute button on the 
computer screen (1st visual).

Å Video is encouraged for Working Group members, 
particularly when speaking.

Å In the event of a question or comment, please use the hand 
raise function (2nd visual). Click the participant panel button (3rd

visual) for the hand raise function. Rosa or Alanah will call on 
members individually, at which time please unmute.

Hand Raise

You'll see when your microphone is muted
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ÅWelcome and Roll Call

ÅFinalize Work Plan

ÅState Updates: Interim Approach to Identifying Communities

ÅDiscussion: Examples of EJ and Disadvantaged Communities Tools

- EJ and Just Transition Mapping Subgroup

- CA CalEnviro Screen and EPA EJ Screen

ÅAgenda Topics for Next Meeting

ÅNext Steps

Agenda
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Welcome and 

Roll Call
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Finalize Work Plan: Review

Elements:

Å Draft Criteria and Draft List of 
Disadvantaged Communities

Å Six Regional Public Hearings

Å 120-Day Comment Period

Å Meet no less than annually to review the 

criteria and methods used to identify 
disadvantaged communities

Criteria:

Å Areas burdened by cumulative environmental pollution and 

other hazards that can lead to negative public health effects;

Å Areas with concentrations of people that are low income, high 

unemployment, high rent burden, low levels of home 

ownership, low levels of educational attainment, or members 

of groups that have historically experienced discrimination on 

the basis of race or ethnicity; and

Å Areas vulnerable to the impacts of climate change such as 

flooding, storm surges, and urban heat island effects.

Establish criteria to identify disadvantaged communities for the purposes of co-pollutant reductions, 

GHG emissions reductions, regulatory impact statements, and allocation 
of benefits associated with State investments.
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ÅCAC consult with CJWG on climate justice including development of the draft 

scoping plan.

ÅAdvisory panels coordinate with CJWG.

Elements:

Å Draft scoping plan January 2022

Å Six regional public hearings on the draft scoping plan 

Å Final submitted January 2023

Finalize Work Plan: Review
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DEC to consult with CJWG on:
Å Report identifying barriers to and opportunities for access to or community 

ownership of clean energy and climate mitigation services.

Å Community air monitoring report (due January 2022). 

Å Program to deploy community air monitoring in four high priority locations 

in disadvantaged communities (October 2022). 

Å Strategy to reduce emissions in disadvantaged communities (June 2024). 

Å DEC rulemakings to achieve the statewide emission limits

Finalize Work Plan: Review
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Date Action Prep Work

November 2020

*Two meetings in November? Can break 
out discussions into one meeting for 
indicators and one meeting for data set 
discussion.

CJWG Meeting -
Å Discuss indicators for criteria

December 2020

*Two meetings in December? Include a 
second meeting to discuss methodology 
and "operationalizing"

CJWG Meeting -
Å Discusscriteria and relevant data sets 

Members to 
ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ άǘƻǇέ 
or preferred 
criteria/indicators 
for discussion

Staff to prepare 
information on 
data sets

January 2021 CJWG Meeting -
ÅDiscuss methodology and operationalizing of criteria

Staff use 
criteria to prepare 
visuals of 
methodology

Finalize Work Plan: Working Slide
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Å Geo-based eligibility to be utilized for initiatives and programs that are seeking to address the 
needs of underserved communities

Å Create consistency across NYS programming

Å Use criteria that fit into categories provided in Climate Leadership and Community Protection 
Act

Å Use criteria that are familiar among agencies, developers, financiers, contractors, and the 
public

Å Traditional LMI programs to maintain individual income-eligibility

Å Long term approach to incorporating geo-based eligibility will depend on final definition of a 
Disadvantaged Community from Climate Justice Working Group

Interim Approach to Program Investments
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HUD (50% AMI) Census 
Blocks

NYS Opportunity Zones Potential Environmental 
Justice Areas

Å Top quartile of census blocks 
where the majority of 
population has an annual 
income below 50% of AMI, as 
defined by HUD.

Å Top quartile selected to target 
areas with highest 
concentrations of poverty.

ÅTracts were selected by ESD based 
on recommendations from the 
REDCs, local input, prior public 
investment and the ability to 
attract private investment

Federal program approved low-
income census tract (ind. poverty 
rate of at least 20%, med. family 
income no greater than 80% area 
med.)

NY has 2000+ low-income census 
tracts

NY was able to designate 25% (514 
tracts) of its low-income census 
tracts as Opportunity Zones

ÅEstablished by NYS DEC
U.S. Census block groups of approximately 

250 to 500 households each that, had 
populations that met or exceeded at 
least one of the following statistical 
thresholds:

At least 52.42% of the population in 
an urban area are members of 
minority groups; or

At least 26.8% of the population in 
a rural area are members of 
minority groups; or

At least 22.82% of the population in 

an urban or rural area had 
household incomes below the 
federal poverty level.

Å Include updated income and 
race/ethnicity metrics
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Interim Approach:
HUD 50% AND PEJA Updates (income and minority) thresholds, OR 
are Opportunity Zones

Population
5,447,090/
19,618,453
27.8%

Census Block Groups
4,145/
15,463
26.8%

Geographic Splits (pop/blocks as % of State Population):
NYC
Downstate (Excluding NYC)
Upstate

19.2%/ 17/1%
3.3%/ 2.8%
5.3%/ 6.8%

Geographic Splits (pop/blocks as % of Interim Criteria):
NYC
Downstate (Excluding NYC)

Upstate

69.1%/ 63.9%
11.8%/ 10.6%
19.1%/ 25.5%
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Tasked with:

ÁIdentifying and discussing datasets as environmental justice indicators

ÁDiscussing elements/functionalities a NY-centric online mapping 
application should have

EJ & Just Transition Working Group: 
Mapping Subgroup
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Subgroup members:

ÅNew York City ïEnvironmental Justice Alliance 

ÅBuffalo-Niagara Waterkeeper

ÅUPROSE

ÅPUSH Buffalo

ÅDOS

ÅDEC 

ÅNYSERDA

ÅDPS

ÅHealth

EJ & Just Transition Working Group: 
Mapping Subgroup
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Considered existing EJ Online mapping applications :

Á Californiaôs CalEnviro

- Uses 10 environmental indicators and 8 demographic 

- Complicated algorithm, w eighting indicators in comparison to each other, very 

subjectiveé6 yrs in the making!

- Created a rating system that could to lead to property devaluation

Á EPAôs EJScreen

- Uses 11 environmental indicators and 7 demographic

- Excellent documentation & data available for dow nload

- Nice reporting function

- Interface diff icult to use, not intuitive/user-friendly

- Only view  and query one indicator dataset at a time

- National focus

EJ & Just Transition Working Group: 
Mapping Subgroup
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Discussed Datasets:

Å EPA Environmental Indicators from EJ Screen & CalEnviro

- Ozone

- Particulate Matter

- Superfund Proximity

- RMP Proximity

- NATA Cancer Risk

- NATA Diesel Particulate Matter

- Lead Paint Indicator

- Traff ic Proximity and Volume

- Hazardous Waste Proximity

- Wastew ater Discharge 

- NATA Respiratory HI

Å NYS DEC Environmental Justice Areas

EJ & Just Transition Working Group: 
Mapping Subgroup
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Discussed Datasets:

Å EPA Socio-Economic Indicators from EJ Screen & 

CalEnviro:

- Low income Population

- Linguistic Isolation

- Level High School Education

- Population under 5 years of age

- Population over 64 years of age

- Demographic Index

- People of Color Population

EJ & Just Transition Working Group: 
Mapping Subgroup
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Datasets added to DOS Geographic Information Gateway

Datasets downloaded from EJScreen and loaded up to Gateway  AWS cloud servers for public access, 

viewing, and download

EJ & Just Transition Working Group: 
Mapping Subgroup
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